T4O            ESOTERIC   CHRISTIANITY.

memory all the public sayings and parables
of the Master that they had heard, and
collected with great eagerness any reports
they could find, writing down these
also, and circulating them all among
those who gradually attached themselves

to their small community.    Various collec-

</

tions were made, any member writing
down what he himself remembered, and
adding selections from the accounts of
others. The inner teachings, given by
the Christ to His chosen ones, were not
written down, but were taught orally to
those deemed worthy to receive them, to
students who formed small communities
for leading a retired life, and remained in
touch with the central body.

The historical Christ, then, is a glorious
Being belonging to the great spiritual
hierarchy that guides the spiritual evolu-
tion of humanity, who used for some three
years the human body of the disciple
Jesus; who spent the last of these three
years in public teaching throughout Judaea
and Samaria ; who was a healer of diseases
and performed other remarkable occult
works; who gathered round H im a small